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DATES TO KEEP 

Dec 22-Jan 2              Christmas Vacation 

Mon Jan 5  School Resumes 

Tues Jan 13                                                         Parent Association Meeting 

8:30am 

All School Meeting 6:30-8pm 

Mon  Jan 19  NO SCHOOL ς Martin Luther King, 

Jr 

 

STUDENT QUOTATIONS 

 ά...so we were driving home from the Winter Spiral, chatting 
about how  magical it was to see the room begin to glow as 
each person placed a  candle on the spiral and my daughter 
said, "It's just like the light inside each person glowed so 
brightly." 
  
 The Winter Spiral sure made my light glow brightly...thank you 
ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǊƛŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΗέ 
 
--Sea Star Parent 
 

Overheard in Sea star: 
 
child 1 - "My mom has a baby in her belly (pronounced 'ballet').  

I came from my Mom's belly ('ballet'), did you come from your 

Mom's 'ballet'?" 

child 2 - "My mom doesn't do ballet, she does yoga." 

 

Joyous 
Seasons 

Greeting s  
 

From the Faculty and 
 

Board of Tidewater 
 

 

mailto:ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org
http://www.tidewaterschool.org/
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/
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Currents is full of Tidewater community news and information and comes out on the 15th of the month.  Soundings is full of opinion, advice 

and education to nurture your parenting and relationships.  It is published on the 1st of the month at http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com. 

 

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

From Beth Lunt, Mary Stevens, Karen Traversy and Karen Wiese 
Contact us: ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org                                                                                                            Meets Tuesdays 12:30-3PM 

 

On Tuesday, 12/16 faculty, board and leadership 
council members met with a team from AWSNA who 
came to discuss our Three Year Plan, review our 
administrative policies and procedures and get to 
know us.  They did not come to review our pedagogy 
or observe in classrooms.  The meeting went well and 
the conversations were helpful.  We received some 
ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ 
current administrator of Meadowbrook WS in RI and 
David Cann, former long term treasurer of its board. 
 
We started with an overview of the AWSNA process 
and we had a frank discussion of the state of our 
school.  Karen Traversy, Beth Lunt, Greg Poitras, Mary 
Dissette, James Petersen, Doug Pinciaro and Mary 
Stevens participated in that portion of the meeting. 
 We discussed the building, our lease, our relationship 
with the landowner, the leadership council, school 
history, challenges, financial aid, etc. 
 
We then talked about finances, and David met with 
Doug to review our books in more detail. 
 
Karen, Beth, Alison Petersen, Jennifer Himmer, Mary 
D and Mary SI then met with Charlotte for a detailed 
conversation about the parent body, PA and 

volunteerism.  We also talked about enrollment, 
development and outreach.  The PA provided lunch 
for us, so we just kept on talking and working through 
lunch.  Before ending the "parent" part of the 
meeting, Charlotte told us that she really feels that 
we are going to make it as a school.  She was 
impressed with our parent volunteers and said we 
have what it takes for the school to be a success. 
 
At the end of the day, Karen, Beth and ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ aŀǊȅΩǎ 
met with David and Charlotte for a review of the day 
and debriefing.  Charlotte said, "your board and 
management are exemplary in many ways."   
  
Overall, it was a good use of our time, and very 
helpful in understanding what AWSNA will be looking 
for from us.  Meadowbrook Waldorf School had a big 
crisis around 1998 and enrollment dropped to 47 
students.  They were our size (about 65 students) 
soon after that.  In the last ten years, they have gone 
from a school of our size to a school of 180 students 
from nursery through grade 8 with a full complement 
of classes.  According to Charlotte and David, any past 
problems we have had pale in comparison to the 
problems they have had.  They expressed a great deal 
of confidence in what we're doing here. 
 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

From Mary Stevens, Chair     mtgstevens@comcast.net                                                                             Meets monthly, next meeting is Mon, 1/12 

Here's the schedule of Board meetings for the year: 
Mon.,  Jan. 12 
Mon., Feb. 9 
Mon.,  March 9 
Mon.  April 6 
Mon.  May 4 

Wed. June 17 - 4 to 6 pm (This is during faculty work 
week following the end of the school year.) 
 
Your board of trustees for 2008-2009: 
Mary Gibbons Stevens, Board Chair 
Greg Poitras, Secretary 
Doug Pinciaro, Treasurer 

http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/
mailto:ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org
mailto:mtgstevens@comcast.net
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Joni Chagnon, PA representative 
Mary Dissette, Development Committee Chair 
Beth Lunt, Faculty Chair 
Lucretia Pascarelli, Administrator of Merriconeag Waldorf 
High School 

James Petersen, Facilities Committee Chair 
Dave Tufts, Webmaster, Enrollment task force 
 
 
 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From Mary Dissette & Kristi Scarpone, Co-chairs                                                                  Next meeting: 1/14/ at 8:45am 

m.dissette@comcast.net  kscarpone@comcast.net  

 

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to our school's Annual Appeal.  Our goal is 100% participation from 
the parent body.  Achieving this statistic, as we did last year, will help us lay a strong foundation for future 
fundraising from corporate sponsors and other major donors, as it demonstrates the ongoing care and commitment 
of the primary beneficiaries of Tidewater!    
  
If you have not yet made a donation, please remember that a gift IN ANY AMOUNT will help us toward that goal -- 
the main thing is to GIVE NOW or PLEDGE NOW for a gift next semester.    
 

 

STAFFING 

From Karen Traversy, Chair   ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org   

WELCOME TO KATHARINE DIAMOND 

Katharine Diamond has been hired as the assistant for 

the Sandpiper Nursery.  We are very pleased to 

welcome her to the Tidewater Community.  She will 

start in January when new children begin attending. 

Katharine has many years of experience in early 

childhood settings including being a lead kindergarten 

teacher and a lead aftercare teacher at the Waldorf 

School on the Roaring Fork in the Aspen Valley of 

Colorado. She is currently enrolled in the Waldorf 

Early Childhood Teacher Training Program at the 

Michael Institute in Portland, Oregon. 

She is a certified Music Together Teacher and worked 

with 400+ families in Colorado while teaching for All 

Valley Music Together. She developed new 

curriculums and set up music programs for two 

daycare centers which she ran for many years. 

Katharine apprenticed under Master Teacher Cynthia 

Olivera of Bank Street School in the field of Music and 

Developmental Movement and became a co-teacher 

with Cynthia during teacher training sessions. 

Katharine also ran teacher training sessions which she 

designed for Kids First of Colorado to help teachers 

approach music and movement through the 

intelligences. She also worked with Home Care 

Providers to set up musical activities as part of their 

curriculum through grants provided by Kids First.  

Throughout her other activities Katharine always 

subbed and eventually taught full time at a more 

conventional preschool where she was able to see the 

full spectrum of what is being held as standard 

practice in funded programs. This understanding is 

what makes her so passionate about Waldorf 

Education. She has a B.S in Textile Design from the 

Philadelphia College of Textiles and Science and the 

Scottish School of Textiles. She worked in the outdoor 

clothing industry for 10 years prior to shifting her 

focus to teaching. Katharine or Katrin as she is known 

mailto:m.dissette@comcast.net
mailto:kscarpone@comcast.net
mailto:ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org
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to friends and her Icelandic family is a Certified 

Medicinal Aromatherapist and has opened a Healing 

Center for Women in Rye, New Hampshire, The 

Ostara Center. She is the mother of three wonderful 

boys, Jason age 23, Tristan, age 8 and Bowen, age 6. 

She is passionate about art, music, spirituality and 

anything that she can do outside. 

 

ADMISSIONS 

From Karen Traversy, Chair   ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org   

SANDPIPER NURSERY 

Sandpipers has three new children to start in January 
and a new assistant however there is still space 
available.   Students need to be 2.6 years but do not 
have to be toilet-trained.   If you are interested 
please call the office or email Karen Traversy: 

ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org.  I am happy to talk 
with you about this program. 
 
 

 

ROLLING ADMISSIONS 

Tidewater has open or rolling admissions which 
means that if there is space in a classroom we accept 
children throughout the school year.  Several children 
are in the admissions process for the mixed-age 

kindergartens.  Parents are the best source of 
referrals for independent schools and we appreciate 
your speaking warmly and positively about your 
experience here at Tidewater. 

 

RE-ENROLLMENT 

Look for Intention Forms to come out in January.  We 

distribute a form to all current families to take a pulse 

on your plans for the next school year.  This helps us 

in our budgeting process and in planning class 

configurations.  It is not a contract or a committemnt.  

That will come later.

 

BEACHCOMBERS STORE 

Storekeepers: Melissa Gillis melissa@gillisdesign.com 
Jess Moore mooremail@gwi.net  

 
Shopping at Beachcombers - Tidewater's School Store.  

Hours are M 8-3, T 12-3, W 12-3, Th 12-1, F 8-3. 

 

The school store is brimming with lots and lots of new and exciting items. 

YŀǘƘȅ YǊǳǎŜΣ 9Ǿƛ 5ƻƭƭǎΣ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ {ƛƭƪΣ CŀƛǊȅ CƛƴŜǊȅΣ Handmade wooden toys 

Holztiger figures, animals, and trees will be here any moment. 

Craft and Art supplies galore, for all your projects. 

 

We also have an extensive sale section with loads items marked down. 

mailto:ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org
mailto:ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org
mailto:melissa@gillisdesign.com
mailto:mooremail@gwi.net
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Sales are self-service with instructions posted on the wall. Cash or check only please. And remember children are not 

allowed in the upstairs of Tidewater. Stop by and see what is new! 

 

___________________ 

 

Christmas Shopping Bazaar at Beachcombers 

 

School may be out but there is a 

Sale at the School Store on Monday December 22nd 

We will be open from 9:00am - 10:30am & 2:30 - 4:00pm 

 

Save 15% one item  

Bring a non Tidewater friend (Grandparents, relatives, friends. .  .) 

to shop and both of you will get 20% off one item 

 

Free grab bags to the first 5 people to shop at  

9:00am and at 2:30pm 

 

And a raffle to win a FREE GAME!! 

Name will be picked at 4pm and you will be contacted via email that afternoon) 

 

Jess Moore and Melissa Gillis will be here to watch your kids while you shop. 

 

HELP SAVE HANDMADE TOYS  

The issue:  

In 2007, large toy manufacturers who outsource their 

production to China and other developing countries 

violated the public's trust. They were selling toys with 

dangerously high lead content, toys with unsafe small 

part, toys with improperly secured and easily 

swallowed small magnets, and toys made from 

chemicals that made kids sick.  Almost every problem 

toy in 2007 was made in China. 

 

The United States Congress rightly recognized that 

the Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC) 

lacked the authority and staffing to prevent 

dangerous toys from being imported into the US. So, 

they passed the Consumer Product Safety 

Improvement Act (CPSIA) in August, 2008.  Among 

other things, the CPSIA bans lead and phthalates in 

toys, mandates third-party testing and certification 

for all toys and requires toy makers to permanently 

label each toy with a date and batch number.   

 

All of these changes will be fairly easy for large, 

multinational toy manufacturers to comply with. 

Large manufacturers who make thousands of units of 

each toy have very little incremental cost to pay for 

testing and update their molds to include batch 

labels.   

For small American, Canadian, and European 

toymakers, however, the costs of mandatory testing 

will likely drive them out of business. 

 A toymaker, for example, who makes wooden 
cars in his garage in Maine to supplement his 
income cannot afford the $4,000 fee per toy 
that testing labs are charging to assure 
compliance with the CPSIA.  

 A work at home mom in Minnesota who 
makes dolls to sell at craft fairs must choose 
either to violate the law or cease operations.  

 A small toy retailer in Vermont who imports 
wooden toys from Europe, which has long 

http://www.cpsc.gov/ABOUT/Cpsia/cpsia.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/ABOUT/Cpsia/cpsia.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/ABOUT/Cpsia/cpsia.html
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had stringent toy safety standards, must now 
pay for testing on every toy they import.  

 And even the handful of larger toy makers 
who still employ workers in the United States 
face increased costs to comply with the 
CPSIA, even though American-made toys had 
nothing to do with the toy safety problems of 
2007.  

The CPSIA simply forgot to exclude the class of toys 

that have earned and kept the public's trust: Toys 

made in the US, Canada, and Europe.  The result, 

unless the law is modified, is that handmade toys will 

no longer be legal in the US. 

  

If this law had been applied to the food industry, 

every farmers market in the country would be forced 

to close while Kraft and Dole prospered. 

 
How You can Help: 

For more information go to this website.  The Handmade Toy 

Alliance   http://www.handmadetoyalliance... 

We are an alliance of toy stores and toymakers from across the 

country who want to preserve unique handmade toys in the USA. 

See our faces on facebook. 

 

PARENT ASSOCIATION  

From Sandy Tufts   sandytufts@gmail.com                                                                                                         Meets monthly, next meeting is TU, 1/13 

 

-Mark your calendars for the Flatbread Fundraiser on 
February 3, 2009. 
 
Join us at The Flatbread Pizza Company located on 
138 Congress Street in Portsmouth, NH. 
 
Flatbread Pizza will donate $3.50 for every large pizza 
sold and $1.75 for every small pizza sold from 5 pm to 
close -- to Tidewater School.  This includes any pizzas 
ordered for take out!  Last year we had a tremendous 
turnout for the fundraiser and the Flatbread Company 
was so impressed, they've invited us back again for 
this wonderful opportunity. 
 
-The May Faire Committee has begun their work 
planning for the next event.  Mike Scarpone is the 
committee chair and is doing a fabulous job.  There 
are many sub-committees forming such as: 
Games/Crafts, Vendors, Food, Animals, Climbing Wall, 
Music.  If you are interested in joining one of these 
sub-committees, please get in touch with Mike 
Scarpone.  This is our biggest and best event of the 
year!  And it takes the hard work and participation of 
the entire school body. 
 
The goal is for this to be our best May Faire to date, to 
honor the 10th anniversary of Tidewater School. 
 
-Special thanks to Melissa Gillis and Jess Moore for 
doing an amazing job of managing the school store 
this year.  There are many beautiful new items 
upstairs and more arriving every day.  On 12/22 there 

will be childcare available so that parents can go up 
and shop for last minute Christmas gifts.  
 
-Congratulations to the Barr Family, Al, Jessica and 
Strummer.  Jess gave birth to a baby girl, Harlow Jane, 
on December 7th.  Strummer is in the Periwinkle class 
and is very excited to be a big brother! 
 
 -The next PA meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
January 13th at 8:30 a.m. in the aftercare room. 
Children are welcome! 
 
 
The PA Officers 
Chair, Jennifer Himmer 
Co-chair, Kate Paterson 
Corresponding Secretary, Sandy Tufts 
Treasurer, Lenaye Huddock 
PA Board Representative, Joni Chagnon 
 
 

 
my purchases are supporting: Tidewater School  
 
Ways to Contribute 
Shop Online  
Install the OneCause Toolbar  
OneCause Visa  
Visa Rewards  
Neighborhood Shopping  
Invite Friends  
 

http://www.handmadetoyalliance.org/
http://www.handmadetoyalliance.org/members-of-the-handmade-toy-alliance
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=49551386833
mailto:sandytufts@gmail.com
/schools/117779
/shop?ref=wtc
/toolbar/install?ref=wtc
/onecause_visa?ref=wtc
/visa_rewards?ref=wtc
/neighborhood_merchants?ref=wtc
/invite_contacts?ref=wtc
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OFFICE MANAGER 

From Karen Wiese   kwiese@tidewaterschool.org  

Living Crafts Magazine Fundraising Opportunity 

Living Crafts is a quarterly natural crafts publication 

created for the whole family.  If you are not familiar 

with the magazine look in the office for a sample 

copy.  A one year subscription is offered at $19 and a 

two year at $35.  Tidewater School receives $6 for 

every subscription we sign up.  Encourage your family 

and friends to subscribe. We need to collect as may 

subscriptions and payments possible by January 31st.  

Checks are made payable to Living Crafts with a 

choice of starting with the winter 2009 Issue or Spring 

2009 issue.  This is a wonderful gift for the holidays! 

Please email or call me with any questions you may 

have. 

 

OF INTEREST 

 Have you visited Space Weather.Com?  http://spaceweather.com/ 

Spectacular Conjunction 

On Dec. 1st, the three brightest objects in the night sky converged, producing a 
triple-conjunction of stunning beauty. Venus, Jupiter and the crescent Moon 
crowded into a patch of sky just a few degrees across and wowed observers around 
the world. [full story]  
 
Photo by Tim Owens, Melbourne, Australia  Dec. 1, 2008 
 
 
  

PARENT HANDBOOK 

Each month Currents will print excerpts from our Parent Handbook.    

FOUR BASICS FOR A HAPPY SCHOOL 
EXPERIENCE  

Although this has been said elsewhere in this 

handbook it is worth repeating for our youngest, most 

vulnerable students.  Children cannot take full 

advantage of their school experience if they do not 

have these basics: 

Well Fed:  Please try to have your child eat a good, 

healthy breakfast before school.  The children expend 

so much energy at school and need a happy tummy to 

make the morning a happy time.  Please let the 

teacher know if your child has not eaten and perhaps 

send something simple that they can eat before our 

activities start in the beginning of our day.  Nutritious, 

organic whole foods are best especially complex 

carbohydrates, proteins, fruits and vegetables. Please 

limit simple carbohydrates and be watchful of added 

sugars.  

Well Rested:  With the lazy days of summer still 

lingering within us, it can be difficult to establish a 

mailto:kwiese@tidewaterschool.org
http://spaceweather.com/
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2008/24nov_skyshow.htm
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rhythmical bedtime for our children.  It is so 

important that your child gets enough rest during the 

ƴƛƎƘǘΧŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ōŜŘǘƛƳŜ όтΥллπтΥолǇƳύ ƎƻŜǎ ŀ long 

way to ensuring that your child will have the energy 

and enthusiasm to be at school and will help them to 

be up early enough to be hungry for breakfast.  

Well Clothed:  Send your child to school in sturdy, 

comfortable play clothing.  Appropriate footwear is 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΧŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΣ ǎǘǳǊŘȅ ǎƘƻŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ 

the weather and active play.  Sun hats are for warmer 

weather and jackets, sweaters, and warm hats for 

cooler times.  Full rain gear is needed in our wet 

months.  We are outside every day for 50 minutes or 

longer, so please dress your child with this in mind.  

Tights and undershirts are recommended during 

cooler months.  

On Time and Unrushed: allow your child enough time 

in the morning to get ready for school in an unhurried 

manner, drive to school within the speed limit, and 

have a few minutes to say unrushed goodbyes to you 

before the 8:30 am start time.  

For children of this young age, this is the beginning of 

their journey as members of a social group.  There is 

so much to learn!   

This is a time of figuring out that there are others who 

have a different perspective than they do, a time of 

learning how to share, a time of figuring out how to 

play successfully with different children, and a time of 

ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ŎŀǊe 

ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎΦ 

All children have their own way of greeting the world 

around them and it is our intent to lovingly guide and 

help each child become more comfortable and skilled 

at being with others.  This may be through a 

redirection of their activity or energy, helping them 

express through words their emotions (especially the 

older ones), or giving them an activity away from 

others such as helping the teacher do a task, so that 

they can collect themselves to be able to happily play 

again.  The children begin to know the importance of 

three things: respecting and being kind to others, 

respecting and being patient with one's self, and 

respecting the materials we use in the world around 

us.  

Occasionally, it becomes apparent that a child simply 

does not have the inner resources to cope with being 

at school.  On those days, a child will be sent home 

from school early for rest. 

GRADE 1 READINESS  

¢ƘŜ ŎǳǘπƻŦŦ ŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ƛŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ 

proceed to Grade 1 is age six by June 1, 2009 along 

with an assessment carried out by a team of early 

ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘπǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

conferences, or at any other time that parents wish to 

schedule a meeting, the teachers will be available to 

speak about first Grade and to answer any questions 

you have in connection with the elementary school 

and first grade readiness.  

Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ άǎǇǊƛƴƎ ōŀōȅέ 

(or sometimes an even older child), even if born 

before June 1 have the gift of another year in 

kindergarten so that s/he is truly ready for Grade 1. 

Further Note: First grade readiness assessments will 

commence in late January.  These are individual 

assessments that involve movement games, drawing 

and life questions.  The children enjoy this time and it 

is not a test-type situation.  -Editor 

 

ASSOCIATION OF WALDORF SCHOOLS OF NORTH AMERICA 

ASSESSMENT WITHOUT HIGH-STAKES TESTING 
  
Recently a team of Waldorf educators and 
researchers published a research paper entitled 

"Assessment without High-Stakes Testing: Protecting 
/ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ 
discusses the following points: 
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·         That the funding and building of massive, 
largely-impersonal education factories is preparing 
society for a cultural nightmare with the emergence 
of a generation of young people trained to take tests 
rather than to think or act with moral fortitude. 
  
·         That high-stakes testing has led to heightened 
stress in children, compromised the integrity of 
teachers, and created an intellectual caste system in 
which end results have replaced the process of 
learning. 
  
·         That creativity and imagination are needed to 
bring about an educational reform. New and different 
approaches to evaluating students, teachers, and 
schools are called for. 
  
·         Alternative assessment techniques must vary 
depending on the educational level and 
developmental phase of children, as well as the 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƎƻŀƭǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻpmental phase of 
childhood requires different techniques and 
approaches. Assessment that furthers student 
progress and interest in learning, and thereby fulfills 
the real mission of education, requires the full 
engagement of the teachers involved with the 
student. 
  
After all, what is the real purpose 
of education? Is it to learn facts 
which can just as easily be sought 
out on Google.com? Or is it to 
ensure a better job in the future ς 
which implies that every subject 
has to serve an economic, 
competitive purpose?  Or is the 
purpose of education intrinsic in 
itself? 
  
The authors of this paper argue 
that the purpose of education is 

ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ƻǳǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŀǎŎŜƴǘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜ 
them towards a life-long quest for learning and 
knowledge. Education should prepare students to find 
creative, self-confident, purposeful direction to their 
grown-up lives. Education needs to be pursued for its 
own ends, not for some extrinsic goal beyond itself, 
be it political or economic. It needs to serve the child 
and young adult as he or she unfolds those capacities 
that make him or her uniquely human. A teacher who 
works with the behavioral, emotional, and cognitive 
growth of students, at each stage of their 
development, fulfills the purpose of education. 
 You can read the entire article by going to 
http://www.whywaldorfworks.org/03_NewsEvents/in
dex.asp.  
  
There are almost two hundred Waldorf schools in 
North America, and one thousand worldwide (this 
number grows by double when stand alone early 
childhood programs and/or Waldorf inspired public 
charter schools are counted-Editor). World history 
and global cultural heritage are required learning for 
every Waldorf student. For information about the 
Waldorf school in your area, please go to 
www.whywaldorfworks.org or contact Winslow Eliot 
at the Association of Waldorf Schools of North 
America. Tel: 518 672-7878 Email: weliot@awsna.org 

 

 

 

 

David Surette, widely acclaimed for his stringed-

instrument artistry, played for our Winter Spiral.  His 

daughter attended our early childhood program.  He has a 

new CD out, The Green Mandolin.  Check out his web site: 

http://www.burkesurette.com/ 

http://www.whywaldorfworks.org/03_NewsEvents/index.asp
http://www.whywaldorfworks.org/03_NewsEvents/index.asp
http://www.whywaldorfworks.org/
mailto:weliot@awsna.org
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CARRYING MORE THAN HIS WEIGHT 

The following Boston Globe article may 

ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ !²{b!Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ²Ƙȅ 

Waldorf Works: 

 http://www.whywaldorfworks.org/03_

NewsEvents/index.asp  

"I think a lot about how I can help the 
planet,'' says Ben Hacker, 9. The 
dedicated recycler is a fifth-grader at the 
Cape Ann Waldorf School in Beverly. 
(Robert Spencer for the Boston Globe)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Steven Rosenberg  

Globe Staff /  December 4, 2008  

BEVERLY - Most of the time a mother would be 
worried if her 9-year-old son went out for a bike ride 
and came home smelling like beer. 
 Not Sue Hacker, though. She knows her son, Ben, is 
on a quest. And it often involves empty beer cans and 
bottles - thousands of them each month. 
 
Ben says he wants to help make the world a cleaner 
place, and thinks that the best way to do his part is to 
recycle. So every day, after school and even on 
weekends, Ben hops on his bike and rides through his 
neighborhood in search of cans and bottles. 
 
"I think a lot about how I can help the planet," says 
Ben, a fifth-grade student at the Cape Ann Waldorf 
School in Beverly. 
 
Unlike most kids his age, Ben does not watch TV or 
use the Internet, and has a lot of free time in the 
afternoon. Over the years, he watched his parents 
recycle bottles and grew more curious about the 
process. About a year ago, he began his daily route 
and soon found neighbors who were eager to 

contribute their empties. Combing four streets every 
day for about an hour, he's cultivated a group of 
dependable donors. Many leave their empties in their 
backyard so he doesn't have to make multiple trips 
each week and fill up his house with what he calls 
"jackpots." At the end of each week he has collected 
hundreds of bottles and cans, up to 1,000 empties in 
a good week. 
While he also does yard work and goes on a regular 
walks with his mother to help clean Beverly's beaches, 
Ben says the other major benefit of recycling bottles 
is the 5 cents he redeems from each can and bottle. 
 
"I make money off it," says the soft-spoken boy, who 
is about 50 inches tall and usually wears a sweatshirt 
and sweatpants when collecting bottles. He's saved 
most of the money he's made. His biggest purchase so 
far is a yellow wagon he uses to wheel his cans and 
bottles once a week down to Beverly Bottle & Can 
Return, the redemption center near his house. 
 
"We've been very fortunate in one sense that he 
discovered this early, and we've never really needed 
to give him an allowance," says Sue Hacker. She says 
Ben gives some of the money to charity when he's at 
church and a local animal rescue shelter. 
 

http://www.whywaldorfworks.org/03_NewsEvents/index.asp
http://www.whywaldorfworks.org/03_NewsEvents/index.asp
http://www.whywaldorfworks.org/03_NewsEvents/index.asp
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On a recent Friday afternoon, Ben brought his wagon 
to the center, a large corrugated steel warehouse 
filled with big plastic bags and cardboard bins stuffed 
with bottles and cans. After sorting the containers by 
brand type, he reported his weekly count to Mike 
Kessel, the redemption center's owner. 
 

"I got 217," says Ben.  "OK," says Kessel. "That's 
$10.85."  For Ben, it was a slow week. "I usually get 
more but it's been raining so I haven't been getting 
my huge jackpots," he says. 
Steven Rosenberg can be reached at 
srosenberg@globe.com.  
© Copyright 2008 Globe Newspaper Company. 
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thanks so much to: 
 

 The faculty always thanks the flower fairies, laundry fairies and veggie/fruit donation fairies! 

 To Cathy Baker for the donation of two toddler sleds. 

 Christine Young and Kathy Poitras for their donations of sweet breads for Faculty meetings.  Delicious! 

 Tricia Toms , the PA volunteer coordinator, for organizing the lunch for the AWSNA meeting 

 Karen Traversy for planning and shepherding the AWSNA meeting 
 

Teachers and staff wish to say a special thanks for the gifts received from 
parents.  W e are deeply touched by your generosity and thoughtfulness.   
 

WHAT ARE WE LEARNING? 

Here are the current block plans for the elementary grades.

GRADE 1 

12/1 - 1/12/09  Language Skills (Holiday break 

begins 12/22/08 - Return 1/5/09) 

Speech, and language: speaking, writing and reading 

ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ όάǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǊȅέ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΥ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 

with one sentence and progressing to two or three).  

Ordering of letters in alphabet.  Practicing letter 

writing.  Dictation of letters/blends. 

GRADE 2/3 

12/1 ς 12/19 Language Arts 
 
Literature: Old Testament-Creation 
Vowel combinations 
Reading and Writing 

 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

AD RATES AND CURRENTS DEADLINES 

Our very reasonable rates are $2 for individual, nonprofit, 
and community ads, $10 full page ad or commercial ad.  To 

pay for ads please attach either the ad, or a note stating 
your name and a description of the ad and month for which 

mailto:srosenberg@globe.com
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you are paying, so that you may be properly credited. 
Deadline for Currents is as follows:  13

th
 of each month for 

the issue on the 15
th.  

Please email your ad or other 
submissions to ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org Thank-you! 

 

CHILD CARE OFFERED 

Hello Tidewater Parents! I am offering the great 
service of kid and babysitting to the community!  The 
holidays are upon us and if you need a break, a date, 
or some time to yourselves give me a call! 
 
I am available for babysitting at a rate of $11/h 
available Monday in the evening after 2pm, Tuesday 
through Thursday after 5 and Friday and Saturday all 

day!  I am familiar with most families at Tidewater 
and am certified in CPR/First Aid, Elementary 
Education and am currently an assistant in the 
Periwinkle classroom! 
 
Feel free to call Amy Willenbrock at 603-986-2452. 
 

 

ACCOMMODATIONS SOUGHT 

I am a parent of a 4th grader at Monadnock Waldorf 
School in Keene, NH. I am taking a nursing assistant 
training course in Dover, NH for six weekends from 
December 13 - Jan 24 and I am looking for a place to 
stay in the area on Friday and Saturday nights. Please 
let me know if you know of anyone in the area who 
may have an extra room or any affordable 

accommodations. If you have a newsletter, I would 
gladly forward something to post.  
 
Thank you!  
Amanda Mattoon 367 Roxbury St. Keene, NH 03431  
(603)852-8135 
 

 

SHORT TERM RENTAL AVAILABLE 

Come celebrate the winter season with the twinkling 

white lights, snow covered trees and crisp air of 

Keene, New Hampshire.  Our beautiful apartment is 

available for short-term rental.  We are located in a 

family friendly neighborhood that is within walking 

distance of MWS, downtown Keene, pond ice skating, 

ǎƭŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƴƻǿ ǎƘƻŜƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ 

ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǎƪƛƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

shopping.  This could be perfect for those looking for 

a winter getaway.  Apartment is available for all or 

part of the time between Dec. 20 through Feb. 12.  

Please contact Amy or Nils for more details at either 

(603) 352-1617 or (410) 279 -5296, or email us at: 

amyspryt@hotmail.com. 

 

CHILD CARE NEEDED 

Care needed on Thursdays and/or Fridays for my son 
Harrison Filgate who attends Beach Pea and Snug 
Harbor on Monday - Wednesday.  Best situation 
would be with a child of similar age (he is 3.6 yrs) and 
located in Durham or Dover but will consider other 

locations.  If you are interested or know of anyone 
who offers Waldorf-compatible care in their home, 
please email Alison at alimagill@gmail.com or call 603 
867-9819 (cell) or (603) 664-2589 (home). 
 

 

mailto:ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org
mailto:alimagill@gmail.com
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ORGANIC & RAW FOOD 

Infinity Delights NOW available, Delivered to you at 
Tidewater School 
 
Raw Organic Golden Flax Seed  6.99 lb. 
Raw Organic Pumpkin Seed  6.99 lb. 
Raw Sunflower Seeds      3.99 lb. 
Raw Cashews     8.99 lb 
Raw Hulled Millet   2.50 lb. 
Raw Hemp Seed  13.99 lb. 

Organic tri-colored popcorn 2.50 lb 
Organic Raw Cheddar, Colby and Jack $8.00 lb to the 
list of foods 
 
Please place orders at Infinity Delights 
Anjali 603-772-1791 or email 
infinityyoga@verizon.net 
Enjoy Natures Perfect Foods Delivered to You. 
 

 

PREGNANCY YOGA 

Pregnancy is one of the most special times in a 
woman's life. It is a time for nurturing, slowing down 
and learning to meditate, while being in the company 
of other mothers-to-be. These unique Prenatal Yoga 
Classes provide safe, simple and effective exercises 
designed to strengthen and relax your rapidly 
changing body, preparing you for a conscious 
childbirth. Join other pregnant women as you 
strengthen your physical body with yoga, and bring 
clarity and fearlessness to your mind through 
meditation, and free yourself with dance. 
 
Kundalini Yoga and Meditation, as taught by Yogi 
Bhajan, is the cornerstone of our Prenatal Yoga 
classes, which go far beyond the physical realm of 
mere movement. Our prenatal program helps 
mothers-to-be discover a deeper sense of peace and 

harmony within, lifting blocks of fear, doubt and old 
conditioning out of pregnancy, birth, as well as life. 
Developing a meditative mind, she brings this to her 
birth experience, as well as to her family and home. 
Our goal... creating a more peaceful world through 
strong and conscious mothers. 
 
Come share with other women in community, as you 
strengthen your body, relax your mind, and to trust in 
your own power and strength. 
 
All women at any stage in their pregnancy are 
welcome.   
Group rates and private classes available all levels 
welcome.  For Classes or Privates:  Contact Anjali 
Quinn Infinity Yoga Studio 
603-772-1791 

 

CRAFTERS QUARTERS 

Crafters Quarters is a beautiful and comfortable 
crafting studio, designed to help you Create 
Something Wonderful!  The 2400 sq ft space is 
complete with huge tables, cutting-edge tools, and 
high-end equipment -- all in a historic mill building 
built on a rushing river.  Its the studio you've always 
dreamed of, and more!  Please visit our website to 
see our schedule of classes, sign up for the 

newsletter, and learn more about the studio and all 
that Crafters Quarters has to offer! 
 
 Address: Crafters Quarters   36 Main Street    Studio 
203 Amesbury, MA  01913 
 
Website: www.CraftersQuarters.com 
 
Phone: 1-978-388-8000 

 

 

mailto:infinityyoga@verizon.net
http://www.craftersquarters.com/
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PHOTOS 

Grandparents/Special Friends Day  

 
 
 

 

 


