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2009-10 DATES TO KEEP 

 

Wed Aug 26-Sept 3               Faculty Days, Meetings & Home Visits 

Tues  Sept 8             Visiting Day 4-5:00pm   

Tues  Sept 8  All School picnic 5:00pm 

Wed  Sept 9               Grades Begins  ½ day 

   Rose Ceremony  8:15am Assembly Dress 

Thurs  Sept 10                   

 

Grades ½ day  8:30am-12:30pm 

EC classes  1st day   

Fri  Sept 11 Full day for Grades 

Mon  Sept 14    Snug Harbor Aftercare 1st day 

LightHouse Parent Child Program begins 

Tues Sept 15                     Parent Association Meeting 8:30am 

 

 
Currents is full of Tidewater community news and information 
and comes out on the 15th of the month.  Soundings is full of 
opinion, advice and education to nurture your parenting and 
relationships.  It is published on the 1st of the month at 

http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com. 

 
 
 
 

 
Incoming and outgoing  

board & faculty, June 2009 

 

 

 

 
New sign that will be installed going north  

and south on Rte 236 

 

mailto:ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org
http://www.tidewaterschool.org/
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/
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LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

From Beth Lunt, Karen Traversy and Karen Wiese 
Contact us: ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org                                                                                                                     will meet Fridays 1:00-3PM 

 

NEWS FROM THE FACULTY CHAIR 

Karen Traversy                                   ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org 

 
Transitions 
The faculty wish a fond farewell to departing teacher, 
Diana Carlson.  She was a wonderful and generous 
colleague, dedicated to Waldorf education.  We 
will miss her, Ben and the girls.  Green Meadow 
Waldorf School in NY is lucky to get her.  Thank you 
Diana! 
 
We also say goodbye to Christie Hensley and Amy 
Willenbrock, EC assistants.  Life will take them to 
other adventures and we wish them all the best 
and thank them for their good work. 
 
These families are moving from our area and we 
say goodbye and good luck, we will miss you: 
The Toroks 
The Calamias 
The Carlsons 
The Niedans 
The Wollheims 
 
The Toroks and the Wollheins have been at 
Tidewater for a number for years and we wish to 
recognize the support they have given.  Thanks for 
all your contributions and participation in the 
Tidewater community!!  
 
The children in these families are moving on to 
other schools.  We wish them a fond farewell. 
The Karanacewiczs, English-Yonans, Bowdens, 
/ƛƭƭŜȅκCŜǊƴŀƴŘŜȊǎΣ CƛƴǳŎŀƴǎΣ YŜƴƴƛŜǎΣ tƻƛǘǊŀǎΩΣ 
Mangens.  
 
These children are leaving but their siblings 
remain: Owen Himmer, Phoebe McGoven, 
Alexandria Hudock, Winston Filgate. Best of luck in 
your new settings.   
 

 

Summer Activities 
Classrooms are being cleaned, painted (in some 
instances) and organized.   
 
Karen Wiese is in the office M-W and Marilyn works 
W-F.  I am working very part time on Admissions and 
my hours are flexible.   
 
Summer camp is going very well despite the rain! 
 
Revisions will be carried out on the web site, Parent 
Handbook and Faculty Handbook 
 
Teachers will be in intensive research and planning or 
all aspects of the grade they are teaching. 
 
Many of our faculty are involved in professional 
development this summer: 
 
Karen Traversy-First Grade Preparation, Sunbridge 
College 
 
Dennis Drennan-Practical Arts in Grades 1, 2, and 3: 

Bringing the Curriculum into the Hands of Children, 

Renewal Courses, Center for Anthroposophy  

Alison Magill-Awaken to the Music Within! How to 
Meet the Soul Needs in Children and Adults through 
Music, Renewal Courses, Center for Anthroposophy 
 
Daniela Kulick-Teaching World Languages in Grades 1-
5: Knowing Through Doing, Renewal Courses, Center 
for Anthroposophy 
 
Elizabeth Lunt-Foundations in Anthroposophy and the 

Arts, Renewal Courses, Center for Anthroposophy 

Jess Moore-Foundations in Anthroposophy and the 
Arts, Renewal Courses, Center for Anthroposophy  
& Introduction to the Waldorf Kindergarten, 
Sunbridge College 
 
Trish Frey-Foundations in Anthroposophy and the 
Arts, Renewal Courses, Center for Anthroposophy 

mailto:ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org
mailto:ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org
http://www.centerforanthroposophy.org/programs/renewal-courses/week-one-june-29-july-4-2008/practical-arts-in-grades-1-2-and-3/
http://www.centerforanthroposophy.org/programs/renewal-courses/week-one-june-29-july-4-2008/practical-arts-in-grades-1-2-and-3/
http://www.centerforanthroposophy.org/programs/renewal-courses/week-one-june-29-july-4-2008/practical-arts-in-grades-1-2-and-3/
http://www.centerforanthroposophy.org/programs/renewal-courses/week-one-june-29-july-4-2008/awaken-to-the-music-within/
http://www.centerforanthroposophy.org/programs/renewal-courses/week-one-june-29-july-4-2008/awaken-to-the-music-within/
http://www.centerforanthroposophy.org/programs/renewal-courses/week-one-june-29-july-4-2008/awaken-to-the-music-within/
http://www.centerforanthroposophy.org/programs/renewal-courses/week-one-june-29-july-4-2008/teaching-world-languages-in-grades-1-5/
http://www.centerforanthroposophy.org/programs/renewal-courses/week-one-june-29-july-4-2008/teaching-world-languages-in-grades-1-5/
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Martha Coombs-Spacial Dynamic, Waldorf movement 
education training 
 
Home Visits 
If a teacher is new to a classroom or if a child is new 
to a classroom then parents should expect to be 
contacted in August for a home visit.  Please do not 
clean your house!  These visits are meant to facilitate 
a smooth transition into school for your child and 
teachers will be focusing on them.  We hope to get to 
know your child through conversation and seeing 
their room and play spaces.  The visit lasts no more 
than 45minutes-1 hour and there is a brief time at the 
end for parent and teacher to chat. 
 
Committee Members-Who is Responsible for What 
this Year? 
Leadership Council: 
Karen Traversy, Faculty Chair, Beth Lunt, EC Chair, 
Karen Wiese, Office Manager, Board Member-to be 
announced 
 
Collegium Committees for 2009-10 
Admissions: Trish Frey and Jess Moore 
Staffing: Jess, Beth and the Leadership Council 
Educational Support: Gayle Hardy & Karen Traversy 
Adult Education: Dennis Drennan 
Hospitality: Gayle Hardy 

Professional Library: Gayle Hardy 
Currents: Karen Traversy & TBA 
 
Board Committee liaisons: 
Development Committee: Martha Coombs 
Board Reps: Karen Traversy & Trisha Frey 
Outreach: Beth Lunt & Trisha Frey 
Web Site: Jess Moore 
Facilities: Dennis Drennan 
Finance: Marilyn Bean & Karen Traversy 
 
Festivals and Celebrations: 
Rose Ceremony-Karen Wiese 
Michaelmas-Dennis Drennan 
Lantern Walk-Tricia Frey 
Holiday Assembly-Trish Frey 
Winter Spiral-Beth Lunt 
St Nicholas-Jess Moore 
Santa Lucia-Dennis Drennan 
Gala-Karen Wiese 
May Faire-Karen Wiese 
Water Day & Strawberry Social-Beth Lunt & Jess 
Moore 
Closing Assembly-Martha Coombs 
 
In the fall I will have office hours and be available 
by appointment or serendipity.  I welcome your 
comments and questions. 
 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Meets monthly, next meeting is Monday, July 20, 5-7 pm 

The Board of Trustees met on June 15 for a "changing 
of the guard", where Board chair Mary 
Gibbons Stevens passed her gavel on to newly elected 
Chair Michael Scarpone. Our community is deeply 
grateful for Mary's leadership as chair for the past 
two years.  What Mary has given of her time cannot 
be counted in hours, and what she has given of her 
head, heart and hands cannot be expressed in words.  
She led us through a very challenging time, and we 
feel most fortunate to have had her wisdom and her 
skill in service to our school.  How lucky we are, too, 
that she will continue to be here and will be finding 
new ways to contribute to our growth as a school.  
We are fortunate to have Mike Scarpone coming in to 
succeed her, bringing with him many years of 
experience in working with non-profit boards.  Mike 

and his wife Kristi have two daughters, Anna & Ella, in 
the early childhood program.   
  
With deep appreciation for his services as financial 
wizard over the past two years, we also said goodbye 
to Treasurer Doug Pinciaro, who passed his 
spreadsheets to newly elected treasurer Chris 
Stevens.  Doug was an extremely "hands-on" 
treasurer who gave hundreds of hours to the task, 
resulting in vastly improved books and bottom line.  
We wish Doug and his family well as they prepare to 
spend next winter sailing in the Caribbean (a plan 
which Chris hopes will be a tradition for all who have 
served as Tidewater's treasurer!) 
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Also acknowledged was James Petersen, whose 
steady confidence and quiet humor have graced his 
work as a trustee and (last year) as secretary of the 
Board.  James is also stepping down as chair of the 
facilities committee, but we are quite sure he will 
continue to participate in that regard, as fond as he is 
of making trips to the dump, shoveling snow and 
trapping skunks.   
  
Other departing Board members are: Lucretia 
Pascarelli, whose depth of experience with Waldorf 
schools was of enormous value to us, and whose 
wisdom will be greatly missed; and Greg Poitras, who 
served this past year on the Board's legal committee 
and as Secretary.  We are grateful to Greg for his 
diligence and hard work on governance and legal 
matters and his many thoughtful contributions to the 
work of the Board.  He will be succeeded as Secretary 
by Dave Tufts. 
  
As our newly constituted Board prepares for its first 
meeting on July 20, we welcome new members Chris 

Stevens (husband of Mary and father of James, Beti 
and Berhanu, as well as alumna Hannah); Dave 
Fortier (husband of Tracey and father of Elizabeth 
and Anna); and Jennifer Himmer (wife of Eric and 
mother of Owen and Lulu).  Dave will serve on the 
Board's finance committee, while Jennifer will 
represent the Parent Association.   
--Mary Dissette  
  
 
Board members for 2009-10: 
Michael Scarpone, Chair 
Chris Stevens, Treasurer 
Dave Tufts, Secretary 
Karen Traversy, Faulty Chair 
Jennifer Himmer, PA Representative 
Tricia Frey 
Mary Dissette 
Joni Chagnon 
Christine Young 
Dave Fortier 

 
 
 

 

FROM THE PARENT ASSOCIATION 

himmerj@comcast.net                                                                 Next meeting, Tues, September 15 in the Aftercare room at 8:30am-ish

Jennifer Himmer, PA representative to the Board is working on a letter to the community outlining changes in the 
Parent Organization.  She will send this by email this summer.

 

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From Mary Dissette & Kristi Scarpone, Co-chairs                                                                          m.dissette@comcast.net  kscarpone@comcast.net  

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΧ 
On behalf of the development committee, thank you 
ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭΦ 
Extraordinary times and extraordinary results, 
meeting our $20K goal and topping 80% parent 
participation, even in this economy. Enjoy a fun and 
ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ forward to sharing 
goals and plans for 2009-10 with you early in the fall. 
The Good Earth Gala will be back in the early spring of 
2010, something for us to look forward to as a 
community. 
 

Again, thank you for your generous participation! 
 
Volunteer opportunity: Are you going to Common 
Ground Fair?   
The Ashwood Waldorf School is seeking volunteers to 
represent the Maine Waldorf schools at the MOFGA 
Common Ground Country Fair September 25, 26 and 
27, 2009, in Unity, Maine.  Says Maria Northcutt of 
Ashwood, "Due to the wonderful success of this event 
ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ get all four Waldorf schools 
[including Merriconeag and The Bay School] to host a 
'Waldorf Education In Maine' booth."   

mailto:m.dissette@comcast.net
mailto:kscarpone@comcast.net
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All volunteers need to buy a pass to the fair for the 
day that they work.  Shift lengths will depend on the 
number of volunteers but the goal is to have shifts of 
2-3 hours.  The booth must be staffed for the entire 
event, which is 9 a.m. ς 6 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 

and 9 a.m. ς 5 p.m. on Sunday.   Maria would like to 
have commitments from volunteers before the end of 
May.  Please contact Mary Dissette 
m.dissette@comcast.net for the volunteer form to fill 
out and send to Maria.  For more info about the 
Common Ground Fair, see www.mofga.org. 

 

FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

James Petersen, Chair                                                                                                                                                            james@petersenengineering.com 
 

At one time or another all of us have chipped in to 
care for our buildings & grounds. (Upon reflection if 
you cannot think of a way in which you have 
contributed consider the following as valid 
contributions ς looking up at the roof and hoping it 
will not leak, compacting the snow underfoot or 
under-tire as you drop off the kid(s), or not running 
over our fence or our Tidewater sign as you drive 
out.) 
 
Truthfully, it has been my pleasure to serve as 
Facilities Chair the last two years. We have had great 
(and some not so great) turnouts for various clean-
ups, repairs, snow removal, and even additions. 
(Anyone remember the Cubby addition Fall of 2007? 
There were many new friendships forged, skills 
learned, marriages wrecked and budgets blown. That 
was a great time!) 
 

In particular I would like to thank committee 
members from the last year ς Chip Paterson, Dana 
Moore, Dave Tufts, Doug Pinciaro, Eric Himmer, John 
Chagnon, Sarah Kelly and Mike Dissette. (The next 
time you see anyone of these people thank them and 
ǘƘŜƴ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǘƛŎǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǎ 
committee members for fear of being tapped by me 
for some dirty job at Tidewater.)   
  
Nonetheless Eric Himmer and Dana Moore have 
agreed to be Facilities Co-Chairs for next year and 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŦŀǊ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
by relocating an entire building clear across campus 
WITH EVERYONE WATCHING!. That was something to 
see. (Well I only actually saw half of it, as under the 
guise of a pressing business schedule I slunk away, not 
up to the task.) I wish them well and pledge my 
support as a worker bee. Please join me in assisting 
them over the next year. 

 

ADMISSIONS 

From Karen Traversy, Summer Admissions   ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org   

I am working very part time this summer taking care 

of inquiries, applications and advertising.  Word of 

mouth is far and away our strongest advertising.  

When you speak warmly and positively of your 

experience here at Tidewater it is far more effective 

than any ad in any newspaper.  I am available for 

tours this summer.  Please tell your friends and 

family. 

  

SUMMER PROGRAM 

Join our Tidewater Faculty for three weeks of 
"Backyard FunέΗ 
 
 At Tidewater School's Summer Program children 
experience backyard fun like: making lemonade, ice 

cream and root beer, creating an outdoor summer 
theatre for their own productions, learn and practice 
tumbling, games and archery, and complete 
handwork projects.  Art activities will include drawing, 
painting, pastels and sculpting. Some sessions 

mailto:m.dissette@comcast.net
http://www.mofga.org/
mailto:ktraversy@tidewaterschool.org
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(Sessions II & III) include German language immersion 
during the morning session. Our summer crafts 
include tie dying, mask making, "boat" building, knot 
tying and more. 
 
Early Childhood Program to include: fairy tale and 
make your own simple puppet, circle of song, outdoor 
free play/water play, co operative beeswax modeling 
project, wet-on-wet watercolor painting. 
These activities are offered in a relaxed setting with 
lots of time carved out for outdoor creative play and 
water activities to stay cool.  Our shady playground 
and cool, breezy classrooms are the perfect setting 
for children to spend their early summer days. 
 
This year we are offering three sessions beginning 
June 29, Monday -Friday for children ages 4-12. 
Younger children (ages 4-6) will have activities geared 
to their interests and pace. Older children will be 
challenged to create and play in a variety of ways and 
with a variety of materials. 
 
Summer Sessions: 
Session I June 29 - Jul 3 
Session II July 6 - 10 
Session III July 13 - 17 
 
Daily Schedule: 
Ages 7 - 12 

8:15-8:30 Arrival 
8:30-9:00 Free play outdoors 
9:00-10:30 Group activity 
10:30 - 11:00 snack and free play 
11:00-12:30 Group Activity 
12:30-1:00 Lunch and free play 
1:00 - 2:30 Group Activity Time  
2:30 - 3:00 Free Play 
 
Ages 4-6   
8:15-8:30 Arrival 
8:30-9:00 Free play outdoors 
9:00-10:30 Group activity 
10:30 - 11:00 snack and free play 
11:00 - 12:30 Group Activity 
12:30-1:30 Lunch and Rest 
1:30-2:30 Group Activity 
2:30 - 3:00 Free Play 
 
Children bring snack, lunch, bathing suit, change of 
clothes, hat and sun screen. 
 
Program Cost: 
$200.00/week/child 
2nd child and each subsequent child:  
$175.00/child/week 
 
Pre-paid registration for all three weeks:  
$175.00/child/week by June 1 

 

 

2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR 

Class configurations, based on contracts tendered are 
now compiled.  For next year we have the following 
numbers: 
 
Beach Pea Nursery-Trish Frey 
Will be in the same classroom as last year 
Scarpone, Anna 
Scarpone, Ella 
Kimmel, Forrest 
Dixon, Lexie 
Willimson, Asher 
McEachern, Aidan 
Pinciaro, Georgia half yr 
Johnson, Brody 
Kelly, Ben 
Khalsa, Aram 
Paterson, Kai 

Seigfeid, Skyler 

 
Periwinkle-Jess Moore 
Will be in the same classroom as last year 
Petersen, Natalie 
Paterson, Baden 
Johnson, Tucker 
Cullinane, Duncan 
Cloutier, Paxton 
Filgate, Harrison 
Pruyne, Graham 
Khalsa, Kaiden 
Tufts, Charlotte  
Holtrop, Minka 
Noonan, Zoe 
Kessler, Noah 
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Sea Star Kindergarten-Beth Lunt 
Will be in the same classroom as last year 
Kelly, Maura  
Barrett, Sean  
Wilbur, Hannah 
Pruyne, Andrew   
McGovern, Hayden 
Young, Owen  
Himmer, Lulu 
Barr, Strummer 
Todd, Devon 
Malley, Samantha 
Gillis, Hailey 
Fleischer, Theo 
Ducharme, Grace LI 
Child in question 
Child in process 
Child in process 
 
First Grade-Karen Traversy 
Will be in the same classroom as last year 
Chagnon, Blue 
Fortier, Anna 
Holtrop, Aniela 
Kessler, Grace 
Mather, Hannah 
Pinciaro, Sophie 
Stevens, Berhanu 
 
Second/Third Grade-Dennis Drennan 
Will be in the same classroom as last year 
Dissette, Lily 

Moore, Brenna 
Pinciaro, Lily 
Stevens, Betelihem 
Tufts, Chloe 
Child in question 
 
Fourth Grade-Martha Coombs 
Will be in the former Community Room 
Chagnon, Simone 
Fortier, Elizabeth 
Mather, Eliana 
Petersen, Olivia 
Sargent, Isobel 
Stevens, James 

 

STAFFING 

Jess Moore and Leadership Council 

Welcome 
The Collegium is very happy to welcome back Jenny 
Procter as our Handwork teacher for this September.  
She has worked for Tidewater in the past as a 
Learning Specialist and Handwork teacher.   More 
information will be available next Currents.  
 
Positions open: 
Early Childhood assistants for September  
Lead Nursery Teacher for January 
 
Tidewater has 3 part time Early Childhood Assistant 
positions open for September of 2009. Qualifications 
for these entry level positions include a warm, loving 
presence with children, some experience with young 
children, 12 college credits in EC or Education, a 

sincere interest in Waldorf education.   We will be 
interviewing in August. If interested, send a resume, 
cover letter and three letters of recommendation to 
Beth Lunt, EC chair:  msbeth54@comcast.net    or to 
our land address: PO Box 420, Eliot, ME 03903 
 
We also have a position open for a Lead Waldorf Early 
Childhood 3/5ths time position to start in January of 
2010. Qualifications include a Waldorf certificate or 
its equivalent in Waldorf experience, a BA, experience 
with young children, and enthusiasm for working in a 
young, developing school.  If interested, send a 
resume, cover letter and three letters of 
recommendation to Jess Moore, Staffing chair: 
mooremail@gwi.net or to our land address: PO Box 
420, Eliot, ME 03903 

mailto:msbeth54@comcast.net
mailto:mooremail@gwi.net
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HOPE ANAMAE SEARLES  

 

 
 
Jason and Candice Searles are thrilled 
to announce the arrival of their baby girl! 
 
 She was born on the afternoon of June 8th 
and weighed 6 pounds  4 ounces. She is a very 
peaceful, sleepy treasure who has already 
brought us so much joy.  Dylan is very excited 
about his sistŜǊΩǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ and tries to give her 
kisses all the time!  
 
 

  

 

 

HTTP://TIDEWATERSCHOOL.BLOGSPOT.COM 

 

Have you visited the Tidewater blog this month?  Articles posted are: 

BLOG ARCHIVE  

 Ƹ 2009 (19)  

o Ƹ July (3)  

Á When it comes to kids, embrace the average  

Á Childhood is not a Disease  

Á Building Project-Grade 2/3 and Mr Drennan  

o Ʒ June (3)  

Á Revenge of the Right Brain  

Á Parents who keep TV on in background 'harm childre...  

Á KNITTING AND BRAIN DEVELOPMENT  

o Ʒ May (3)  

Á Kindergarten Cram  

Á wŜǇƻǊǘ ¢ƛŜǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŀ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜƛǊ IŜŀƭǘΦΦΦ  

Á Children of Nature  

o Ʒ April (3)  

Á One Ride Forward, Two Steps Back  

Á Distractions May Shift, but Sleep Needs Don't  

http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/?widgetType=BlogArchive&widgetId=BlogArchive2&action=toggle&dir=close&toggle=YEARLY-1230786000000&toggleopen=MONTHLY-1246420800000
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/?widgetType=BlogArchive&widgetId=BlogArchive2&action=toggle&dir=close&toggle=YEARLY-1230786000000&toggleopen=MONTHLY-1246420800000
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/?widgetType=BlogArchive&widgetId=BlogArchive2&action=toggle&dir=close&toggle=MONTHLY-1246420800000&toggleopen=MONTHLY-1246420800000
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/?widgetType=BlogArchive&widgetId=BlogArchive2&action=toggle&dir=close&toggle=MONTHLY-1246420800000&toggleopen=MONTHLY-1246420800000
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/2009/07/when-it-comes-to-kids-embrace-average.html
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/2009/07/childhood-is-not-disease.html
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/2009/07/building-project-grade-23-and-mr.html
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/?widgetType=BlogArchive&widgetId=BlogArchive2&action=toggle&dir=open&toggle=MONTHLY-1243828800000&toggleopen=MONTHLY-1246420800000
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/?widgetType=BlogArchive&widgetId=BlogArchive2&action=toggle&dir=open&toggle=MONTHLY-1243828800000&toggleopen=MONTHLY-1246420800000
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/2009/06/revenge-of-right-brain.html
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/2009/06/parents-who-keep-tv-on-in-background.html
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/2009/06/knitting-and-brain-development.html
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/?widgetType=BlogArchive&widgetId=BlogArchive2&action=toggle&dir=open&toggle=MONTHLY-1241150400000&toggleopen=MONTHLY-1246420800000
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/?widgetType=BlogArchive&widgetId=BlogArchive2&action=toggle&dir=open&toggle=MONTHLY-1241150400000&toggleopen=MONTHLY-1246420800000
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/2009/05/kindergarten-cram.html
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/2009/05/report-ties-childrens-use-of-media-to.html
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/2009/05/children-of-nature.html
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/?widgetType=BlogArchive&widgetId=BlogArchive2&action=toggle&dir=open&toggle=MONTHLY-1238558400000&toggleopen=MONTHLY-1246420800000
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/?widgetType=BlogArchive&widgetId=BlogArchive2&action=toggle&dir=open&toggle=MONTHLY-1238558400000&toggleopen=MONTHLY-1246420800000
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/2009/04/one-ride-forward-two-steps-back.html
http://tidewaterschool.blogspot.com/2009/04/distractions-may-shift-but-sleep-needs.html
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Á The Soul of Discipline  

o Ʒ March (2)  

Á Babies and TV  

Á The Art of Penmanship  

o Ʒ February (3)  

Á A Big Hit with the Kids  

Á Boys and Brain Development: How Boys Learn Best  

Á The Fringe Benefits of Failure, and the Importance...  

o Ʒ January (3)  

Á Parenting the Nine Year Old  

Á Which Preschool Is Right for Your Child?  

Á Contrarian finding: Computers are a drag on learni...  

 Ʒ 2008 (16)  

o Ʒ December (6)  

Á Season's Greetings  

Á Currents Newsletter, December 2008  
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BUILDING PROJECT-GRADE 2/3 AND MR DRENNAN 

By Lisa Rockenmacher 

Simone and Elizabeth are kneeling down and 

hammering the last few nails into the front deck of 

the playhouse. Beti peeks her head out the window 

and smiles at them before turning back inside to join 

Lexi, James, and Olivia who are working on the 

interior roof. The spring breeze blows the building 

plans for a moment and Mr. Drennan, the teacher, 

reaches out to grab the papers, puts them back down 

on the pallet and places a rock on two corners. 

Winston, Darren, and Elly finish measuring for the 

trim that will run along all the edges of the house. 

Otto and Isobel are busy sawing. All of the students in 
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the combined second/third grade class at Tidewater 

School in Eliot, ME have been actively engaged in a 

building project for the last couple of weeks. What 

they are creating is a beautiful 6x8, cape-style 

playhouse for the early childhood students at 

Tidewater to play in next year.  

This playhouse-building project is a component of the 

practical arts curriculum of Tidewater, a Waldorf-

inspired school. Studies of the practical arts include 

farming, cooking, building, and knitting- activities that 

are particularly pertinent to second and third graders. 

Rudolph Steiner, the founder of Waldorf education, 

observed a change that took place in children around 

the age of nine; this is when children begin to 

separate from their parents emotionally, to more fully 

feel their individuality, and to seek an understanding 

of how they belong in the larger community. With this 

awareness of child development in mind, studies of 

the practical arts can help 8-10 year olds find ways in 

which they can connect and contribute to their 

environment and community.  During this school year, 

the second and third graders at Tidewater have 

picked apples, participated in cider-making, milked 

animals, and helped with maple-sugaring. They have 

grown plants from seed, knitted bags, harvested 

herbs for teas, and are now building the playhouse.  

It is not just the curriculum of the practical arts that is 

addressed through the building project, but also more 

conventional skill sets. Earlier in the school year, 

these students studied measurement- measuring 

their classroom and areas of their homes. Now they 

are experiencing how these measurement skills apply 

and seeing how the concept of measured dimension 

manifests through construction. Language Arts skills 

are also practiced as the students have the 

opportunity to put in writing first their ideas for 

building and later their reflections..  

Cooperative learning and teamwork are essential 

components for the success of the playhouse-building 

project. The students completed most of the work on 

their playhouse within a little over a week, impressing 

both themselves and their teacher. Mr. Drennan 

found that one of the challenges of the project was to 

sustain this flow of productivity as the variable timing 

and supply needs shifted from one task to the next. 

The effective functioning of the group has allowed 


