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THERE'SIORE TO READING THARETS THE EYE

By Barbara Sokolov
From Renewal: Spring Summer 2000, Volume 9 Number 1

Everyone who comes in ctact with Waldorf education is sure to notice how
beautiful it is, from the enchanting natural toys and seasonal themes in the
kindergarten rooms, to the incredible chalkboard drawings in each classroom.
Visitors and prospective parents enjoy the amazirrgyaof children's artistic
creations--the paintings and drawings, knitted dolls and animals, woven
baskets, beeswax figures, and wood carvings, just to name a few. The music
that the children play, their singing, and the wonderful plays each class
performs are truly impressive. They admire the main lesson books written and
illustrated by the students, books that artistically reflect the rich curriculum of a
Waldorf school. And of course they can't help but notice the happy faces of the
children in a Whlorf school.

But invariably the question arises of how and when children are taught to read
in a Waldorf School. The growing anxiety in our society over declining reading
skills is so pervasive that suddenly, all the wonders and beauty of a Waldorf

education pale in the shadow of the reading issue. "But Waldorf schools take a
laid back approach to reading," people say. "Waldorf students are not taught tg
read in first grade like public school students." As a mother of four Waldorf

students, | haveften heard such remarks, and each time a cry of protest wells
up inside of me. "Take a deeper look," | want to shout. There's more to reading
than you may think at first glance.

People generally think of reading as the ability to recognize the configoraf
letters on a page and to pronounce the words and sentences represented there.
This is the mechanical outer activity of reading that is easy to recognize. So,
when people talk about teaching children to read, they mean teaching them to
decode the spbols that stand for sounds and words.

| have taught for a number of years in public and parochial schools that use this
standard approach. In kindergarten, children as young as four years and eight
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months, are required to memorize the alphabet, a seabstract symbols, and to learn the sounds that go with them. This
process, called reading readiness, is dry and abstract, foreign to the very nature of small children.

In the primary grades, children continue to work on the outer mechanical aspeetdiirg. Students spend long periods of
time reading simplistic texts that correspond to the level of their decoding abilities. Readers and textbooks conteirastbrie
information written with restricted vocabularies and sim@entence structure.Thereis little to ignite young imaginations, to
evoke wonder, or to stimulate appreciation for the beauty ammnplexity of language.

By the time such students reached my fifth and sixth greldesroom, they were all capable of decoding the words on a,page
with varying degrees of fluiditySome were good readers, but forany of my students, the words and sentences did not come
together into a coherent wholeThey had difficulty understandiray remembering what they readOn the surface, these
childrenappeared to be reading, but with such limited comprehension,itegally be called reading?

Clearly, there is more to reading than meets the epalsides thesuperficial process of decoding words on a page, there is a
corresponding inner activity &t must be cultivated for trueeading to occur.Waldorf teachers call it "living into the story."”
When a child is living into a story, she forms imaginative ipiwtres in response to the word$daving the ability to form
mental images, to understah gives meaning to the processretiding. Without this ability, a child may well be able to decode
the words on a page, but he will remain functionally illiterate.

Of course norWaldorf teachers recognize the importance of itheer actiity of reading too.They refer to it as reading
comprehension skillsln the middle and upper grades elfementary school, tremendous effort is spent trying to expand

students' vocabularies and to somehow work on comprehension.
This is an arduous tadlrgely because reading is being taught ia way that is
out of sync with children’s natural On the very first day of capacities.Theteacher in the upper
grades must address reading kindergarten, children in a Waldorf comprehensiorproblems and also deal
with the tremendous antipathy school begin learnintp read. True, childrenwith difficultiesfeel towards
reading. it is not the technical, dry, outer

aspect of reading that they are
It is very difficult to teach fifth or sixth asked to work on. Instead they are graders, who have troubleith reading
comprehension, how to create mental engaged with the far more pictures. Thisnner capacity seems to

have never properly developed in important inner aspect of reading. many. In contrast, kindergarten and
primary grade children, left unhindered, are naturally busy creating
imaginative inner picturesThey love listening to stories and actually live in
the visual realmof imagination. How tragic that, in most schools,
kindergarten angrimary grade students ae diverted from developing
andstrengthening this inner capacity so essential to true readinfgvar of learning dry abstract symbols and decoding skills.

The same thing can be said for vocabulary enrichmé&weryoneknows how effortlessly young ctifen develop a sense for
language and how quickly and unconsciously their vocabulgr@s. They hear new words in stories and conversations and
somehow have a sense for their meaninighey may not be ablgive dictionary definitions, but somehow new wis fit into

the images that flow through a child's mind when she hears stofitsw unfortunate it is that in the early grades most children
arenot exposed to rich complex language, simply because lsingjuage would not be compatible with their limiteécoding
skills. Just at the time when their minds are most opendaguage acquisition they are working with artificially limited
vocabularies in school! Of course, vocabulary building @n@oing process throughout the school years and beydButit is
much easier for older children to learn new vocabulary if takgady have a welleveloped sense of language, and a large
pool of words and mental images to build upon.

It is apparent that the growing illiteracy problem in this countrpas cau®d by the lack of technical decoding skir most

of the children with reading deficiencies, it is a crisis in comprehensiarisi largely brought about by the early introduction
of abstractdecoding skills and by ignoring the powerful toolsnsfginationand artistic activity that are the natural avenues of
learning foryoung school childrenlronically, the only cure put forward by treglucational establishment is to work harder and
earlier ondecoding skills, which only exasperates the peobfurther.

The conventional method of teaching reading must be turimside out in order to take advantage of children's naturally
developing capacities for learning\nd this is precisely whéiappens in Waldorf School€©n the very first day of kdergarten,
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children in a Waldorf school begin learning to reddue, it is nothe technical, dry, outer aspect of reading that they are asked
to work on. Instead they are engaged with the far more importamier aspect of reading.

Working with areal knowledge of the developing child, Waldtgéchers begin teaching reading by cultivating children's sense
of language and their inner capacities to form mental imagéisidverbal pictures and the use of rich language are constantly
employed in theclassroom.Difficult vocabulary and complesentence structure are not held back in the telling of tales.
Children sing and recite a vast treasury of songs and poemsrhay learn by heartChildren live into the world of
imaginativeinner pictures, otally unaware that they are developing the mastportant capacities needed for reading
comprehension, foreading with understanding. They learn naturally and joyfully.

Imaginative stories, songs and poetry do not end in kindergarRundolf Steiner pimts out that children between the age of
aboutseven to fourteen have, above all, the gift of fantaSg it onlymakes sense that children learn best if the curriculum is
broughtin such a way that it captivates their imaginations.his bookKingdomof Childhood, Steiner says, "We should avoid a
directapproach to the conventional letters of the alphabet which ased in the writing and printing of civilized maRather
should welead the child in a vivid and imaginative way, through the vargtages which man himself has passed through in the
history ofcivilization."

My own children experienced the joy of learning the letters of étghabet through imaginative stories and through the
painting ordrawing that accompanied each on&he letter"K", for instancemay be introduced by telling a fanciful story about
a king. Thenthe teacher may draw a picture of the king standing in a poseltduks similar to the letter "K.This process
hearkens back to thpicture writing of early man, and\ges our modern symbols reahd living qualities to which children can
relate. Although it tookthe entire year of first grade to present the alphabet in this way,children were never boredThey
were living into their fantasyliving with a wellspng of imaginative picturesThey were, in fadiearning reading
comprehension, long before they learnei@coding. Amazingly, Waldorf children learn the hard part finsthout even knowing
it! They live into the stories, they creaitener pictures, andhey understand the wordsThen comes theasy part, learning to
decode letters that are no longer so abstractd foreign, and to read the printed word

So, the first book that my daughter, Anna, read when she'tfiaslly taught to read" was not a dyrimer, but beautiful prose

by E. B. White, Charlotte's Webrue, she learned to decode latifran many of her public school counterparts, but she learned
to read fluently, with understanding and enjoyment, much soothe&m most. Take a look at the sdyisticated novels and

poetry thatupper grade Waldorf students are readin@ake in an eighth gragaoduction of Shakespeare, and you will see the
wisdom of theWaldorf approach to reading

Working with a true knowledge of the human being, a turglerstanding of the stages of child development, the Waldorf
teacher is able to educate children in ways that enable thetldgsom forth with joy.As Rudolf Steiner says, "It is indeed so

that a true knowledge of man loosens and releases the inneofi$®ul and brings a smile to the faéerudolf Steiner, The Kingdom
of Childhood. Introductory Talks &laldorf Educationthroposophic Press, 1995, p. 2®id, p. 22

THE DEATH AND LIFHE AMERICAN IMAGINAN

How a generation is squandering its mostical resource

Jeannine Ouellett§?]

Published on The Rake Magazihag://www.rakemag.con) November 2007 Issué]

In February 1953, a violehorth Sea stornj4] crashed through the Dutch levee system, killing 1,835 people and leaving a
hundred thousand others homess. In the aftermath, the country responded by building Eredta Workgd5]> G KS & 2 NX
sophisticated system of flood defenses. Accordinddbn McQuaid6], a reporter forMother Jone$7] on assignment in the
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That was half a century ago. Why the disparity between what the Dutch eaalumplish then, and what the U.S. (the country
that did put a man on the moon) has conceived to protect New Orleans, one of its most historic and treasured cities, and th
surrounding region? You can call it foresight, or innovation, but beyond that, tiedutch response requireadand where we
appear to be failing in our response to the aftermath of Katrimeas tremendous imagination.

Imagination is an intangible, unlimited, and free resource. It is not, at least for the purposes of this discusssaméhas
fantasy, where universal laws cease to apply, where elephants might speak Latin or humans travel back in time. Nor is
imagination reserved for artistic pursuits, though imagination is the core of creativity. Applying imagination to psuiivém
requires the ability to come up with an idea, and to break that idea down into the steps that will bring it to fruititsa It a
requires an alchemical mix of will, vision, discipline, and action, not to mention stubborn perseverance in the faceatibfiust
or opposition.

A prime example of this use of imagination would®eorge Hot#10], the seventeeryearold who spent allsmmer cracking
P LILX SQa At K2y ST KS oNR{1S GKS 201 ddKFG GASR GKS LIK2yS I
networks, even overseas ones. Hotz spent five hundred hours with four online collaborators, and was motivated by the
cha £t Sy3S FyR o0& a&Tdzy oé

Presently, imagination of this sort is very much in demand. One wpkaall to the erosion of imagination in American culture
OFYS AY HnnnI 6KSYy aFFAfdzZNE 2F AYIIAYIGA2y¢é o.B.afficAlks SR A
YA&da2dzRAISR (KS GKNBIG 2F GKS wnnm GSNNBNRAaG GdF O & dthea | &
World Trade Center, but plenty of others could andtdahd not just those who actually carried out the lepignned and
highly complex attack. The ability to prevent terrorist attacks depends on leaders who are as imaginative as those who wou
carry them out.

2 KAES AYF3AAYLFGA2Yy A& 2yS 1Sé G2 ylLiaAaA2yIlf &aiGOaiKiigteshndlagyQ 3
companies like Dell, Cypress Semiconductor, and IBM spoke to Lee Todd, president of the University of Kentucky, almput cr
sustainable jobs for the U.S. in the years to come. All said the same thing, according to Todditiomagitd creativity
NBLINSaSy(d GKS FdzidzNB 2F (KS ! ®{ d SO2y 2 YeaThe Graative Im@erBMIE S NJ
as the theme for its 2006 oference in Davos, Switzerland. Writers Iianiel Pin§12], author ofA Whole New Mindpoint to

0 KS in8gination economyl3l¢ & + GNBYR GKIGQa 2dzad GF{Ay3 2FFe | S
R2 a42YSiKAY3d (KERZOIyXyYi| o822 z088GzND{ 2 YSIKAYI GKI GQa KI N
demand for nonmaterial things like stories and design. Typically these are things we associate with the right side of,the bra
with artistic and empatheticand playfdl2 Nlia 2F F0At AGASa dé

D2@SNYYSyd tSIFIRSNAR Ay SRdzOFGAZ2Yy | NB 2 annged fgcs o cince) K 2 NHz& 3

0§SOKy2ft238x SYyaAySSNAYy3IZ YR YIGK 6W{¢9aQ adz2SOutaresdo &
education in the August 12 issueTfie Wall Street Journal Onlifiel]. What makes America competitive in a shrinking global
SO2y2yeésxs GKS& Ofl AYSRZI A &, inGaginaich, kd8ieskiesS, @rergy) addition, ard prokéemingd S N
LINEgSaadeé ! a4 GKSe awderoridni, cividi cultiztaly dorieltidz $nilitirdePedds dria broadly educated
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and science, but imagination is practically built into the American character. For the immigrants instrumental in bu#ding th
nation, from he Pilgrims to the most recent arrivals, leaving the homeland required not just guts, but the ability to envion
imagina a better life. So did figuring out how to survive once they arrived here. Combined with a hearty work ethic (anothe
badge of U.Soride), imagination is what propelled this country into world leadership, what got our man on the moon. The

jdzSadAzysr Al asSSvyazr A& 6KSGKSNI ! YSNAOIFIQa adGNRy3a adzaid A3 A
G! RdzZE G tATS 0S3aAya NDdnabioifdH, shedkifgbefdrerthe Bradaatidgiclasy & Stantoidd Wrivversity last
Wdzy S® a! yR 6SQ@S NBtAYIldZAAKSR GGKFG AYF3IAyFiAaz2y (G2 G4KS YIN
Endowment forthe Arts, & yi GKIFd 6SQ@S LI gySR 2FF GKS GFHal 2F AYLFIAYL
entertainment. They feed us an endless stream of stock imagery and flashy distracticd2 y § Sy (¢ GKI & 0O2YSa
does little or nothing in the way @&ncouraging us to form our own mental images, ideas, or stories. With this type of passive
O2yadzYLIiA2y s | LISNE2Y Q& AYlFIAYIl GA2y-poatothghherbdyida |y 2ISNESR
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artistst I aAlGdzr GA2y GKIFIG KS o0fFYSR 2y GKS YSRAFQ&a LINBE2O0O0dzLI i

graduating class was rather unimpressed with the selection ¥ Gio I & &aLJSIF { SNY ¢KS& RARyQl
t SNKI LA (KFGQa 06SOI dza S 1Kod YoRTake arygSpacdld anfwhere tiakngght halz givenyhim Gamé
ONBRAOGATAGE 2N G fSIFrad ylYS NI O2o&yfhdets hof to mahioy Bat of scentisisNI H
writers, painters, thinkers to compete with the continual stream of spectacle produced by the likes of Britney Spears and
Michael Vick, in a market where young people spend 44.5 hours each week in fromofites, TV, and videgame screens
(and this figure, from 2005 research, is too dated to adequately consider the explosionphaed texting as additional screen
time).

Much has been discussed about whether all these hours spent in front of screeneraributing factors in the explosion of

' 55 | 33aINBaarAz2ys FdziAadaYZ |yR 20Saiiie 1t anyd theédeksksoniedngellihgy R G $

research on this is what kids are not doing during those 44.5 hours of screen time (besides M5 RAy 3 DA2 A O
K2g o6KFEGSOSNI AG Aa GKS@BQNB y20 R2Ay3 YAIKEG Kldzyd GKSY A

62 SOQNB Sy3lF 3SR Ay | KdAS SELISNAYSYild 6KSNB 6SQ0S Fdzy Rl Y4
Currently a senior staff member for tidarylandbased Alliance for Childhodii8], Miller has a long history in education as a
professor, policy analyst, and former editor of tHarvard Education Letter &2 S R 2 y ©tlie oQtobreds gairig lto be.

2 SONB NROOAY3d 1ARE 2F GKSANI OANILKNRIKGY GKS | O00OSaa G2 ¥

b2GS GKIG aAffSNI RARYQG 2dzadG aleée aYAR&a | NB y2iG LI} | thakiy 3
unencumbered by adult direction, and does not depend on manufactured items or rules imposed by someone other than th
kids themselves. He is referring to the kind of play that is not dependent on meddling or praise or validation froneavetig
parents on the sidelines. In fact, free and unstructured play is so encompassing for children that the entire adult world
SOFLRNFiSaT OKAtRNBY f2a4S GKSyaStg@gSa Ay GKSANI 2gy ¢ NI A
acat FT2NJ f dzy OK 2NJ 6 SRUGAYS g2dzZA R FddSad GKIFIG GKS OKAfRQa

This type of play, both potent and transporting, has all but disappeared from contemporary childhood, Miller notes. Cognitivi
scientists, who investigatiéhe basic logic that allows children to learn so much about the world so quickly, are worried. This
Golrard t23A0¢ Ftaz2 Fftt26a OKAftRNBY a2 Sy@Arairzy Ll2aairof
bring those worlds into beirig ¢ Alisod Gopnifk19]® !y AYGSNYy I GA2y I £ SIRSNIAY GKS
The Scientistinthe CEb D2 LIy A1 SELJX I Ay a 1 KI gtivedpdssibliies dndmakekhierd rediterallatey | 3 A
changetheworld A & | RSSLJX & AYLERNIFY(d LI NG 2F 2dzNJ S@2f€ dziA2y |l NB

For many children, that inheritance has been jeopardized. Midddad upper income children are especially pinched.

Certainz. G KSaS {AR&a LXlIe&d tfl&@3INRdzyRa KI@SyQi o6SSy |olyR2Yy]
each week in between those fortyJf dza & ONB Sy K2dzNBXZ FTNRY VYdzaA O tSaazya G2
RIFE(GSadiNBWIRA QIJKSAIKGSYSR FSFNESX Fdz8Sft SR o6& GKS YSRAIL al i
O2yalLANBa (2 1S8SLI 1ARa&a AYR22NA FYR dzyRSNJ a2YS8S2ySQa 41l (

w 2 3 S NJ[2P]latedi r@sarch on this topic has him rattled. Hart is a geographer, professor of environmental and
RS@OSt2LIySydalrt LAeoOKz2t23e |G /AGe | yAGSNBRAGE 2F bSeo , 2N]J
Thirty-three years ago, as a dissertation project, he studied eighyE OKA f RNBY Ay | NHzNF f + SN
NEFftfeé dd0ddzZRASR GKS ylFddzNFf KAaAG2NE 2F {ARaz¢ KS G2fR Y4
OKAf RNBIf@& FAYRAYIEAZT LIzof AaKSR Ay mMopTyX NBGSIFE SR GKI
spent alone, or with peers, exploring their outdoor environment.

Recently, Hart initiated a new series of observations in the same rllegjeyi and found stark differences from his original data.

G ¢ K-thiediy@ars ago, a nirgearold boy could run anywhere he wanted. Now, that freedom is withheld until at least

h

R dzI

r2y
X
DK A

I R2f SA0SyO0S® ! yR S@Sy (KSys (KSé¢|1ARNKIalIAROPISELRHEKS YR ABY

SOSNI LI @& 2dziaARS I f2ySdé

adzOK KlFa 0SSy oNRGGSY | 02dzi ( Kkfote&ifigfodr Chiidiien, pEtingithad &t risk fory A G I
obesity, and so on. But Hart is interested in speculaif§@ 2 y R (1 K2a$S AadaadzSaod aC2NJ SEI YLIX
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what it means when children spend less time with other children, or when they no longer direct their own play. They rely on
adult direction or the implicit direction in manufactured &c@A G & ® | 2dz G4Sft GKS {AR G2 32 2dzi
GKI GKQ ¢

! sAftAy3dySaa G2 SELX 2NB3 120N KATI FoR &S yLA NS 22 T2 Fil KFS\ ySHEALYE
2F KAAG2NER NRIKG NELI 2YNT Aaf2 SEK S HAIRA (0 RF AaTAGE S SSNI &S G KS 1 f £ Ay OSs
OKAf RK22Ra fI1 OlAy3 (K24a$S ljdZ tAGASE YIe |faz2 0] (& &|Af
But there are other, even greaterriskz.  a A f f SNJ al éad aL (GKAYy]l] GKSNB gAff 0SS aSN
YR 2F RSY2ONI O x¢ KSaz2aflAARAA |FSNPLARYAR/ (Hf 2062l fLINRIOAYSIYG S OK I y|3S
2ttt SOUGABS I Ol dbylycdlledivdzimagin&tiSrNds peapie yo®riily pBtyre the consequences in a vivid enough
e (42 R2 a2YSUKAYy3I | o62dzi Al dE

 Oc¢
:

Part of the lack of action around climate change might stem from the difficulties, in a culture largely shielded fronofenst vi
effects of weather, in imagining such fegaching consequences. However, that general sort of inertia around a pressing issue
the inertia that Miller believes stems from an atrophied imaginatigsiays out in other arenas as well.

GLT TFTNBS Ibrkiés torbécontk drée &geritsiviith autonomy, who know they deserve a voice in public decision
YI{Ay3dsS GKSY 68 YHe 08 Ay &aSNA2dz (NRdot Sz¢ KS aFARZT LEAY
willing to let authorities make decisign F2 NJ G KSY ®¢ ¢ dt Bck thielzot th doveniBdntOvirelagpifig and
AdzNBSAtt I yOS INBxX KS 0StAS@Sax SIENIe& gl NYyAy3dI aradya 2F (KA
government spy on them and monitor theircallsandle A t & 6 SOl dzaS (G KSe& OlyQi GKAYl 2F |
Cdzy RFYSyGlFf A&a&adzsSa 2F LINAGFO& YR AYRAGARIZ f NRIKGA | NB N

Human nature seems almost to require that every generation bemoan the atstade prospects of younger generations. Even
S0, to think that the relentless pace of change in the last century will not have serious effects is naive.

LGQa y2i0 yS¢a GKIFIG GKS ' yAGSR {GFdSa Aa firkedioyhs imaghBtidey R | a
powers of its citizens? One way to look at it is through patents: A decade ago, American companies and engineers were granted
ten thousand more U.S. patents than foreign entities, but that lead has now dwindled to four thous@@d4inonly four
American companies ranked among the top ten recipients of patents granted by the patent office. And despite the
F T2NBYSY(IAZYPRSRAXFOEzZZ 2y d0ASyOS: (SOKy2fz23ez SyaiaAySSNAyYy
agoa report from theNational Academies of Science, Engineering, and Med2§j@ G I 6§ SR (Kl G a&aOASYy G A TA
building blocks of our economic leadership are eroding at a time when many other natioBsraley A y 3 & i NBy 3 K| d €
cofounderAndy Grovg26]quoted inNewsweek gl & Y2NB o0fdzy G alreAy3da GKIG ! YSNRAOF
LI NI A& y202Reé l1y2éa Aldodé

Civt participation is another barometer of the health of the American imagination. Four years on, the Iraq war has become as
dzy LJ2 Lddzf F NJ g AGK (GKS LJzofAO a GKS #ASOylrY 61N gl & AY wmopgy=
marching becausthe alternative to war is not clearand because, with no military draft, people are largely unaffected by the
O2y Tt A00 GKS& 2LJ12&aS® G¢KS LNII ¢FNE Fa o0FR Fa AlG ddzZ (2d:
Charles Franklif27], a political science professor at the University of Wisconsin in Madison, quoted Agéree France
Press@ G¢KI G R2S3a4 RNIYAYAONB A& WNBRDzOFS AIKISS a6lE FS Ay 2LILIREAAY 3

Factor in as well an attentiegetting new study that reveals a generation of highly narcissistic college students, a trait that dogs
not tend to fosterthat alchemical mix of vision, will, discipline, and action necessary to solve pressing societal problems. In
2006, twothirds of students had abovaverage scores on the Narcissistic Personality Inventory, a-eérgent increase over
1982. One of theesearchers pointed to online phenomena like MySpace and YouTube, saying that both encourage attentio
seeking and navejazing. This kind of setfvolvement may also help explain why adults between the ages of eighteen and
twenty-four are now the leasiltely to turn up at the ballot box.

=

America, said Dana Gioia, is dividing into two distinct behavioral groups: one that passively consumes electronic emeértainme
and one that uses technology but also participates in the arts, sports, exeraigkvolurieers at three times the rate of the

other group. The factor that differentiates these groups is not based on income, geography, or education, but simply on
GKSGKSNI LIS2LX S NBFR F2NJ LJX SI adzNS | yR LI MIcHldDwadpend amghthi K$ |
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mastering Halo or NBA Live on Xbox has not been awakened and transformed in the way that child would be by spending time
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Just as adults are turning away from reading, professors across the country arafiamthe lack of writing skills among

college freshmen another task requiring imagination. Educators say that because dithe / KAf R [ S[@0f . SKA
emphasis on basic dkiland multiplechoice testing, they no longer have time to teach a complex, creative skill like writing.
Composition is a skill that has been used to change the world time and again; for example, support for American independe
and for the Revolutionaryar hinged heavily on the wedlrticulated argument put forth it K 2 Y I & [31] paAmypKeR a
Common Sense&vhich was reproduced a staggering kaiflion times. In failing to write effectively, wiarther risk failing to
articulate our ideas through speech, at least with enough clarity and persuasion to make a difference.
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documentary to be broadcast next month, pediatrician Kenneth Ginsburg says that through freelroldtdplay, kids

determine their own strengths and weaknesses; they alsomlg@aer negotiation and become familiar with taking chances and
forging ahead in the face of mistakes and failaredl traits that employers fear are waning in young new workers.
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lackingenoug 2 F (G KS Wa2 ¥ such atéimvork] declsiSrRmalking, Zarid fcdmmunicatitivat will help them
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need to succeedDavid Walstj34], founder of theNational Institute on Media and the Fam[B5]in Minneapolis, agrees that
0KS OKFy3aS&a NIAYyAy3d R2gy 2y 2dzNJ e@2dzy3Sad ISYySNrdAaAz2y | NF

NBZ2fdziA2y I NB (KAy3Ia KILWLISY Ay (GKS g2NIR 2F (SOKyr2Har 3 & 3

G221 dz&a 2dzi 2F GKS 5FN)] !'3S&a Ayid2 GKS wSylAraalyOSo vea 4
RN YFGAO AYLI OG0 2y GKS 41e& {AR& INB 060SAy3I NIXrAaSR®dE

His response to the impact of technology is articulated in his ninthnaost recent bookNo: Why Kids of All Ages Need to

Hear It and Ways Parents Can Sdy 1t9 y O2 dzZNJ} 3Ay 3 Y2NB fAYAda F2NJ {ARaxX 21 fa
2yaftldaAKG 2F gKIFG KS OFffa a&yYz2NEB sundeitsk Baie aTV ia their bddrgdins, Redaytas 4
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Jane McGonigdB6]is an awarewinning designer of computer games and a passionate believer in figuring out ways to
YEEAYAT S GKS o0SySTAaida 2F (SOKyz2fz23& F2NJ I gANBR 3IS¢ySNI
how games change lives. | spend a lot of my time figuring out how the games we play today shapewoarlddalture. And so
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Maybe she will. Last year she completed R&D at the age oftwenty Ay S ' yR 6+ a yIFYSR 2yS 27F
under the age of thirffive bya L ¢ Q& ¢ S O K y 1oy 8h8 teacheS & WCSBerkeley and the San Francisco Art Institute.
McGonigal wonders how people and computers coulddmee so connected that collectively they would act more intelligently
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machina which measure reaime blood flow into the brain and you have that person looking at a virtual image, say a hand
holding a ball, and then compare that to the person looking at an actual hand holding an actdal ballK G 32 Sa 2V
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forming brains are unalterably influencéy the nature of their experiences. These differences are at the heart of the recent
ban on cold medicines for very young children proposed by safety experts at the Food and Drug Administration, which has
NBOSyiGfe 3I2yS o6 01 2 ysbbodiead ard simplyzmhalar vedsions vfiaduli on€sKThd sRmelgoefor the
FdadzYLWiAz2y GKFG ¢+ FyR O02YLJzi SNI aONBSya I F¥FSOG | OKAf R
American Academy of Pediatrics urges keeping kids under\way &rom the TV.

Unlike adults, children do not choose their environments or experiences, or the cultural norms that literally determireythe w
their brains will develop. And so the developing imagination is at its most vulnerable in babies and toddjeadeschool
children, in unfolding adolescents whose minds are malleable and open and at the mercy of whatever environment, whatey,
experiences we adults either provide or deny.

British historianArnold J. Toynbep!t2] said that apathy can be overcome by enthusiasm, and that enthusiasm can only be
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the wreckage of another Katrina. But the fate of the American imagination seems also to beegbibg an old adageone
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